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Smart Beginnings– We are pleased to announce the receipt of a planning grant 

award from the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation. In a collaborative effort with area 
agencies and organizations from both Tazewell and Smyth counties, Mountain Kids 
received funding to plan and provide future support for early childhood programs. 
Smart Beginnings Smyth/Tazewell has developed goals to support early childhood 
education and development in the areas of: governance; public support and education; 
early care and education; health; and public engagement.  We are currently developing a 
Leadership Council, which consists of local business and community leaders who desire 
to optimize the lives of our children.  We welcome Emily Hudson as the Smart 
Beginnings Coordinator.  

Mountain Mentors–  With over 60 mentees, Mountain Kids 

employees and volunteers are busy building relationships. We are 
proud of our students, who faithfully attend weekly 
meetings. This is the beginning of our third year of 
mentoring, and the rewards of watching these 
middle school students mature into young adults 
are profound. Our volunteer mentors include 
members of the  business, education, mental health, 
high school, college, spiritual, and retired communities. In October we 
were back in the schools, with  4 new mentees and 3 new mentors.  

Healthy Kids–  Dental screenings are almost complete. This has 

been a challenge as we compete against high absenteeism due to a very 
active flu season. Our nurses were hard at work, making sure permission 
forms were completed. Parents are already responding to screenings, 
and we are ever grateful to the Elgin Foundation for providing 
assistance to those families who cannot afford dental care and are not yet 
able to receive Medicaid.   

 

Mountain Kids envisions a community in which all children are healthy, safe, and educated, providing                

opportunities to produce future citizens who are healthy, responsible,  and productive. 


