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A whole lot of reading going on… Mountain Kids has 
been hard at work on a new Summer Reading Academy 
(SRA).  This is a cooperative effort between Mountain 
Kids,  Kidõs Place (an organization that provides childcare 
on a sliding fee scale) and Tazewell County Public 
Schools. Teachers, reading coaches, and area volunteers 
provide  intense instruction in reading, along with aca-
demic enrichment activities that make reading fun and 
relevant. After just four weeks, we have had 44 partici-
pants and a whole lot of fun! Kids from all reading levels are encouraged to participate. 

And not to be outdone….As a continuation of our Kids Clubs academic enrichment 
programs, Abbs Valley Elementary School has begun a summer reading and math initia-
tive called Summer Bridge. Teachers provide instruction throughout the summer 
through specialized curriculum and frequent correspondence with students. We are anx-
ious to see if students have been able to maintain grade level (or maybe even advance). 
Effectiveness of this program will be evaluated at the start of this next academic year.  

Although school is out, learning should not stop. Mountain Kids decided to take 
advantage of the fact that kids are always looking for fun and adventure, and we found 
just the right mix with our continuing summer activities. Not only have we begun 
activities for pre-school to middle school students, but we have recruited  high school 
and college students to serve as reading coaches and mentors. Weõve discovered that we 
all have something to learn, and something to teach.  

Mountain Mentorsð From gardening to baseball games, our middle school mentoring 
students experienced both work and fun since the end of school. We planted flowers at 
local parks and felt the pleasure of volunteerism and hard work.  Watching the Bluefield 
Orioles win after 12 innings reminded us all of the delights of summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Kidsð Our nurses are resting, after helping tend to 106,209 
student needs and 438 dental follow-ups this past year. However, 
Cheylynna Hess, our dental hygienist, spent a couple of days checking 
teeth and teaching dental hygiene at summer camps.  

Mountain Kids envisions a community in which all children are healthy, safe, and educated, providing                

opportunities to produce future citizens who are healthy, responsible,  and productive.  


