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The Year in Review

The past 12 months have seen tremendous changes and opportunities for Mountain
Kids, Inc. We are still a baby organization with room for growth, but we have accom-
plished much. We want to thank those of you who have supported us with time, money,
and good thoughts.

Since July of 2006 we have:

Opened a mobile dental unit, which traveled to schools and communities to provide
complete dental services to those who would not receive them otherwise. The unit
was a donation from Virginia Commonwealth University. Dr. Brandon Buskill and
his assistant Jennifer Shepherd worked to meet the needs of their patients, even in
less than ideal conditions;

Provided dental screenings and education to more than 1500 children in local ele-
mentary schools. In addition to screenings we have performed 360 dental proce-
dures to children and 944 to their families. (averaged 9.5 procedures per day).

Applied cavity shields to at least 85% of all children in our Headstart programs;

Assisted a | ocal childrenés
and volunteers for their summer program;

agency (TASK

Collaborated with Clinch Valley Community Action in opening Mountain Kids Den-

tal Clinic at CVCA;

Presented workshops at community clubs and organizations, promoting volunteer-
ism and the purpose of Mountain Kids, Inc.;

Our volunteers prepared 2,000 dental hygiene kits to be distributed to kids this
next year.

Welcome Sandra Waldron

MKI welcomes Sandra Waldron as a part -time Coordina-
tor for the Mountain Kids Dental Clinic at CVCA.

She joins the dental staff with years of administrative
experience and double teams as the Human Resources
Manager for Clinch Valley Community Action.

Sandra compliments our program with her efficiency and
gentle spirit.
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MKI Prepares for Mountain Mentors

With the new school year fast ap-
proaching for Tazewell County kids,
we have been hard at work getting
ready for our new mentoring pro-
gram. Mountain Mentors provides
mentoring for at -risk children in
after school sessions. Volunteer
mentors meet with students once a
week to provide encouragement and
listening ears. Structured activities,
such as science projects, cooking,
career planning, and board games
will also be provided.

Studies show that mentoring is
more effective when mentors work
with kids in a one -to-one relation-
ship. So a project such as this takes
a lot of volunteers. A mentoring

workshop provided by the Virginia
Mentoring Partnership will be held
on August 30 at Clinch Valley Com-
munity Action at noon, and then
again at 5:30 p.m.

At this time our we have two great
needs for this program. First, we
need mentoring volunteers and sec-
ond, we are looking for sponsorship
of Tazewell Middle School. We are
already receiving referrals from
community agencies and are being
enthusiastically welcomed by the
schools.

Mentoring Facts

e Mentored youth are less
likely to engage in vio-
lence and drug use and
more likely to attend
school.

e Students with mentors
report greater self -
confidence in the ability
to perform academically.

e Student with mentors
have healthier social rela-
tionships

Mountain Kids Dental Clinic at CVCA in Action
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